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Non-Discrimination Act  

Life Insurance  

Meganõs Info Corner 

Deaf History Month  

Give Kids a Boost  

Prepare now for Floods  

April Calendar  

Info on Healthcare Law  

Replacement Windows  

Recycling Processes 

Book Club  

Inside this issue:  

Events 
Apr 3: Easter Event - 11-2p  

Apr 6: BPWNA Board Mtg               

6:30p, FOAM 

Apr 8: Weed & Seed (6:30p) - 

Neighborhood Advisory Board, 

3rd District Outreach (7p)         

2832 Arsenal 

Apr 10: Operation Brightside  

Apr 10: Veggie Garden Opening 

Ohio & Crittendon, 9a.  

Apr 15: Neighborhood Mtg,   2832 

Arsenal - Five Star Senior Center   

Apr 24: Dog Park Spring Fling   

May 4: BPWNA Board Mtg 6:30p 

May 8: Cinco de Mayo 

May 22: BPWNA Yard Sale - Start 

cleaning out your closets 

Questions,                        

Comments,                       

Concerns?                                                                       
Contact Neighborhood Office:  

Phone: (314)-771-0803                                  

E-mail: bpwna@yahoo.com 

by Jen Shoemaker  

The Porch Review 
Donõt forget! 

Neighborhood             

Meeting                           

April 15 - 7p                                   

 2832 Arsenal  

Hear about events in 

YOUR neighborhood  
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   7 

   7 

   9 
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 12                          
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 15  

 16  

Cherokee Street will again 

host the largest street cele-

bration for Cinco de Mayo 

in St. Louis on May 8th.  

Benton Park West is help-

ing out with the parade 

and other events this year.  

To help, email  Martha 

Buckley @ bpwnamember-

ship@yahoo.com. 

Dog Park Spring Fling - April 24th  

S 
pring has 

sprung 

and eve-

ryone, includ-

ing your 

pooch, has 

Spring Fever. 

What a great time to visit and join 

the Benton Park West Dog Park!  The 

BPW Dog Park is located at 3300 Ne-

braska, at the corner of Nebraska 

and Utah.  For $35.00 per year (BPW 

resident), you and your best canine 

friend will have unlimited access to an 

exclusive, gated park where they can 

be unleashed and run to their heartõs 

content while you relax in the shade 

on beautiful park benches.  The BPW 

Dog Park brings together neighbor-

hood residents and their furry 

friends.  Residents in neighborhoods 

surrounding BPW are also eligible to 

join. Just check out the application.  

In celebration of the 

1st  anniversary of the 

opening of the BPW 

Dog Park, the 

Neighborhood Asso-

ciation will host a Spring Fling at the 

dog park on Saturday, April 24 th  from 

10 a.m. to 12 p. m.  Come by and join 

us for a fantastic 

Thursday April 8, 2010  

6:30p* W&S - 7:00p* 3rd District  

2832 Arsenal - Five Star Senior Center                                           

Bring info about crime or suspicious                  

behavior. Officers are available to listen.  

Car Clubs ($11) and License Plate Covers ($5) sold prior 

to the meeting (cash only)  

*Note the time change  

Donõt Forget! 

  
Mark April 10th - 9a 

Veggie Garden Opening                                  

Come and claim a bed!                                                                                     

2929 Ohio (Ohio and Crittendon)  

Mark April 10th for Operation Brightside. 

(Continued on page 6)  
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How to Build Community 
     ð Part 1  

S 
everal years ago at 

the Earth Day cele-

bration in Forest 

Park, I saw a poster that made such 

an impression on me that I tracked 

down the source and ordered not only 

the poster but also several packs of 

note cards.  òHow to Build Commu-

nityó is a list of about 42 ways to en-

rich the block that we live in, the 

neighborhood we call home and our 

lives forever.  I am going to share 

these jewels for the next few months.  

I will have this poster at our 

neighborhood meetings so please 

come and see it in its entirety.  

TURN OFF YOUR TV 

LEAVE YOUR HOUSE 

SIT ON YOUR STOOP  

GREET PEOPLE 

All four of these suggestions work 

together and help lead to what I 

think we love about city living.  The 

first three come naturally to many of 

us but are a new concept to others.  

Whenever we hear someone say, 

òBoy, I wish it was like the good old 

daysóéletõs rememberéthere proba-

bly wasnõt TV in the good old days.  

Neighbors sat out front on their steps 

in the evenings, they greeted each 

other, shared information and with-

out even realizing it, their block be-

came a community.   

I would like to present a challenge 

this month.  As the weather warms 

and summer gets closer, try the first 

three. Turn off the TV and go out 

front for a while.  Sit on the stoop, 

alone or with family.  Bring a book, 

the newspaper or the family dog and 

greet folks as they pass by.  Iõll bet 

you find the experience rewarding 

and after a couple of times see if you 

donõt get to KNOW YOUR 

NEIGHBORS!   Even just a smile and 

a òhowõs it goingó and you will find 

you have planted four building 

bricks in the road to community.  

Stay tuned for more òbrinksó next 

month!  

Linda Hennigh, President  

Linda Hennigh  

 The  Presidents Corneré   

2010 Board       

Linda Hennigh - President                               

771-2161(h) linda_hennigh@yahoo.com  

Diane Hurwitz - Vice-President                

776-7877(c)   dmh819@yahoo.com 

Amy Clayton - Treasurer             

556-0926(c) bpwnatreasure@gmail.com  

Erica Nuyen - Secretary               

581-8154(c) ericahaberl@gmail.com  

Sherry Young - Member at Large 

sherryyoung16@yahoo.com 

Shirley Johnson - Member at Large 

muchhumility@yahoo.com  

Linda Hennigh - Block Link                                                   

linda_hennigh @yahoo.com 

Jennifer Shoemaker - Dog Park                                                   
bpwnadogpark@yahoo.com 

Bill Byrd - Facilities                                                   

bpwnabill@yahoo.com 

Martha Buckley - Membership                                                                                 

bpwnamembership@yahoo.com 

Bill Byrd - Publicity                                                   

bpwnapub@yahoo.com 

Pam Welsh - Youth                                                   
pwelsh@epssg.com 

 

 

BPWNA is a 501(c)3 organiza-

tion registered with US IRS    

and Missouri Secretary of State.  
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SHOP and SEARCH                    

to help BPW!  

How can you òdepositó your investment for a better                                   

Return On Investment?     

Here is a FREE way to help BPW do fundraising.  Just shop online 

and do searches  on the computer.  

Start shopping!  At www.iGive.com/BPWNA  

Start Searching at http://isearch.igive.com/.                                 

Simple way for you to help Benton Park West.  

Join now at www.iGive.com/BPWNA  
 



 

 

Music House  

Karoke - Fri. & Sat. Nights  

Keno   All MO. Lotto Tickets  

Packaged Liquor  

314-776-0996 or onenitestand-

2800 Ohio Ave at Gravois  

St. Louis, MO  63118                Hours:  

ROGER & KATHERINE    12:00 Noon to 1:30am  

PROPRIETORS          Mon - Sat. 

1 
NITE  

STAND  

Jeanette Mott Oxford,                  

59th District   

314-771-8882 (home)             

573-751-4567 (office) 

jeanette.oxford@house.mo.gov  

 Missouri Non -Discrimination Act 

Receives Hearing in House After 

Nine Years of Trying  

S 
ince being sworn in as 

state representative in 

January 2005, I have 

annually co -sponsored the 

Missouri Non -

Discrimination Act (MONA 

for short). This bill would 

add sexual orientation and 

gender identity to existing 

civil rights protections 

around employment, hous-

ing, and public accommo-

dation. I have also actively 

recruited co -sponsors for 

the bill, and Iõm pleased 

that the number of co -

sponsors has been growing 

year-by-year.  
 

Yet those of us pushing for 

MONA had not yet been 

able to secure a hearing for 

the bill, even though the 

bill had been filed each 

year since 2001. Now we 

have at last broken that 

barrier, as the bill received 

a public hearing in the 

House Special Standing 

Committee on Urban Af-

fairs on March 22. Hope-

fully the bill will success-

fully be voted out of com-

mittee very soon and come 

to the House floor for a full 

debate. 
 

Perhaps some clarification 

is order on a couple of 

things. First, many Missou-

rians mistakenly believe 

that there is already a state 

or federal law that prohib-

its firing someone because 

they are lesbian, gay, bisex-

ual, or transgender (LGBT). 

No, unfortunately there are 

no such protections in state 

or federal law. As PROMO, 

Missouriõs LGBT civil 

rights advocacy organization 

says, òIn the state of Mis-

souri, it is legal to fire a per-

son from their job, deny a 

person housing, or kick a 

person out of a public accom-

modation such as a restau-

rant because that person is 

or is perceived to be lesbian, 

gay, bisexual, or trans-

gender.ó 
 

Some municipalities in Mis-

souri (St. Louis, Kansas City, 

University City, Columbia, 

and Kirksville) have passed 

local ordinances to offer some 

protections, but most include 

only sexual orientation and 

not gender identity. In addi-

tion, St. Louis, Kansas City, 

Jackson County, and Colum-

bia offer at least some mini-

mal form of recognition for 

òdomestic partnershipsó be-

tween same-sex couples. 
 

Secondly, the fact that the 

hearing was in the Urban 

Affairs committee might be 

taken to imply that LGBT 

persons are only found in 

Missouriõs major cities. Of 

course, that is not true, as 

LGBT persons are found in 

cities and counties of every 

size and configuration. In 

Jefferson City, committees 

that are not clearly con-

            314-865-1211 

 

 

AUTO BARGAIN CENTER  

USED CARS AND TRUCKS  

BOB QUINN                                                2700 Gravois  

Owner          St. Louis MO 63118  

nected to the topic being dis-

cussed in a bill sometimes 

still hear it, depending on 

the interest of the chair or 

simply which committee has 

a slot open for a hearing 

when a bill is moved forward 

by the Speakerõs Office. 
 

The neighborhood associa-

tions of St. Louis tend to rec-

ognize that diversity is a 

strength, not a challenge to 

be overcome. These organiza-

tions seek out active partici-

pation by LGBT neighbors, 

and that is to be commended. 

Major employers also have 

taken the lead nationally by 

passing non -discrimination 

policies and offering domestic 

partner benefits. I have been 

concerned that some busi-

nesses avoid starting new 

offices in Missouri, because 

our failure to offer civil 

rights protections related to 

sexual orientation and gen-

der identity leads them to 

believe their LGBT employ-

ees will not be welcome here. 

Hopefully Missouri is on a 

path to pass MONA soon, as 

this will improve the quality 

of life for LGBT citizens as 

well as our business climate! 

Until that day, I will keep up 

my vigorous advocacy for 

MONA.  
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THE INS AND OUTS OF LIFE INSURANCE 
 

Scott Bollinger is a Benton Park West resident. He is an Investment Advisor Representative with Ameritas        
Investment Corp. Member FINRA/SIPC and may be reached at 314-225-7170 or scott@advisorstl.com. 

M an is Mortal. That makes life in-
surance a little unique and inter-
�H�V�W�L�Q�J�����G�R�H�V�Q�·�W���L�W�"���:�H���S�X�U�F�K�D�V�H��

things like health insurance, car insur-
ance and home insurance, then hope 
we never have a need to use them. Life 
�L�Q�V�X�U�D�Q�F�H���L�V���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W�����E�H�F�D�X�V�H���L�W�·�V���D��
widely accepted fact that sooner or 
later, each one of us will die.  

So many choices.  When it comes to life 
insurance, there are many options. You 
�P�D�\���K�D�Y�H���K�H�D�U�G���W�H�U�P�V���O�L�N�H���´�Z�K�R�O�H���O�L�I�H��
�L�Q�V�X�U�D�Q�F�H�µ�����´�W�H�U�P���L�Q�V�X�U�D�Q�F�H�µ���R�U��
�´�Y�D�U�L�D�E�O�H���L�Q�V�X�U�D�Q�F�H�µ���«���E�X�W���Z�K�D�W���G�R�H�V���L�W��
all mean? And what are the differences? 
Well, first let me point out what they 
have in common: all life insurance poli-
cies provide payment to a beneficiary 
in the event of your death. Except for 
that basic tenet, the differences be-
tween policies can be major.  

Whole life insurance.  This type of in-
surance covers your entire life (not just 
�D���S�R�U�W�L�R�Q���R�U���D���´�W�H�U�P�µ���R�I���L�W�������,�Q�V�X�U�D�Q�F�H��
companies tend to be cautious when 
selecting their investments, so the 
benefits could be lower than if you in-
vested on your own. Whole life policies 
�D�O�V�R���W�H�Q�G���W�R���F�R�V�W���P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q���´�W�H�U�P�µ��
policies. This is both because they grow 
�Z�K�D�W���L�V���N�Q�R�Z�Q���D�V���´�F�D�V�K���Y�D�O�X�H�µ�����D�Q�G��

because after a time you will be able 
to borrow against or withdraw from 
your whole life benefits.  

Term insurance.  Rather than covering 
�\�R�X�U���Z�K�R�O�H���O�L�I�H�����´�W�H�U�P�µ���L�Q�V�X�U�D�Q�F�H���F�R�Y��
ers a pre-determined portion of your 
life. If you die within that term, your 
beneficiaries receive a death benefit. 
If not, generally you get nothing. To 
put it simply, term insurance allows 
you to purchase more coverage for less 
money. Basically, you are betting on 
the probability of your death occurring 
�Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�D�W���V�S�H�F�L�I�L�H�G���´�W�H�U�P�µ�� 

Variable life insurance.  Variable life 
insurance is a permanent insurance. 
However, unlike whole life insurance, 
variable insurance allows you to invest 
the cash value of your policy in 
�´�V�X�E�D�F�F�R�X�Q�W�V�µ�����Z�K�L�F�K���F�D�Q���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H��
money market funds, bonds or stocks). 
Variable insurance offers a bit of con-
trol, as the value and benefit depend 
upon the performance of the subac-
counts you select. However, that 
means there could be significant risk 
involved, since the performance of 
your subaccounts cannot be guaran-
teed.  

Universal life insurance.  With univer-

These views should not be construed as investment ad-
vice. Neither the  named Representative or Broker/Dealer 
give tax or legal advice. All information is believed to be 
from reliable sources; however, we make no representa-
tion as to its completeness or accuracy. Please consult 
your Financial Advisor for further information.  

sal insurance, it all comes down to 
flexibility. It is permanent life insur-
ance that provides access to cash val-
ues that build up tax -deferred. You can 
choose the amount of coverage you 
feel is appropriate, and you retain the 
ability to increase or decrease that 
amount as needs change (subject to 
minimums and requirements). You also 
have some flexibility in determining 
how much of your premium is goes to-
wards insurance, and how much is used 
�Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H���S�R�O�L�F�\�·�V���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W���H�O�H��
ment.  

So, which is right for you? Many fac-
tors come into play when deciding 
what type of life insurance will best 
suit your needs. The best thing to do is 
speak with a trusted and qualified fi-
nancial professional who can assist you 
in looking at all the factors and help 
you to choose the policy that will work 
best for you.  
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