
 

 

Benton Park West  
Vol 10, No. 9             September 2010  

Celebrate Being Community, Pride, and Working Together                                                                 

Reopening of Park West 

Important State Issues  

AES - Ribbon Cutting  

Information Corner  

Bus Service - Cherokee 

Mexican Independence  

Calendar of Events  

Heat Index - What is it?  

Urban Health Fair 

Library Corner  

9/11 - 9th Anniversary 

Battery Recycling  

Inside this issue:  

Events 
Sep 7: BPWNA Board Mtg               

6:30p, Five Star, 2832 Arsenal 

Sep 9: Weed & Seed (6:30p), 3rd 

District (7p) 2832 Arsenal 

Sept 11: Garden Work day,              

Ohio and Crittenden, 8a-11 

Sep 11: Concert in the Park              

5p-9p, Benton Park 

Sep 16: Neighborhood Mtg.             

7p, Five Star, 2832 Arsenal 

Sep 25: Fall Yard Sale      .             

7a-1p, Five Star, 2832 Arsenal 

Oct 5: BPWNA Board Mtg               

6:30p, TBD 

Oct 14: Weed & Seed (6:30p)          

2832 Arsenal 

Questions,                        

Comments,                       

Concerns?                                                                       
Contact Neighborhood Office:  

Phone: (314)-771-0803                                  

E-mail: bpwna@yahoo.com 

The Porch Review 

(Continued on page 9)  

Donõt forget! 

Neighborhood             

Meeting                           

September 16 - 7p                                   

 2832 Arsenal  

Have a safe Labor 

Day Celebration 
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Thursday               

September 9, 2010  

6:30p Weed & Seed  

7p 3rd District Outreach  

2832 Arsenal - Five Star Senior Center                                           

Bring info about crime or suspicious  be-

havior.   Officers are generally available 

to listen.  

Car Clubs ($11) and License Plate Covers ($5) sold 

J oin your neighbors and 

friends on Sept 11-12 

and celebrate Mexican In-

dependence 

down on 

Cherokee 

Street.. 
 

The hours are 

11a-11p both 

days with the 

following line up. 
 

Band line-up:  All bands 

below are confirmed.  

There is no schedule.  They 

are live bands.  All enter-

tainment at main stage from 

11am until the festival 

ends. 
 

Internationally re-

nowned and Grammy 

award nominated Re-

gional Mexican Banda, 

El Guero y Su Banda 

Centenario, nominated 

Celebrate                   

Mexican                     

Independence!  

Alderman  

Corner  

Craig Schmid, 

20th Ward  

Trees, Trees, Trees  
 

W here have all the 

trees on Cherokee 

from Jefferson to Nebraska 

gone?  Why is there nice 

fencing replacing the con-

crete barricades around the 

parking lot on Ohio?   Will 

we ever be able to catch a 

bus on Cherokee, west of 

Jefferson again?   These are 

just some of the questions 

that have been swirling 

around Cherokee Street 

recently.   There are a num-

ber of current projects that 

will coalesce to change the 

face of Cherokee Street for 

years to come. 
 

The first is the long awaited 

Cherokee Enhancement 

Project that is a shovel 

ready project being funded 

with American Reinvest-

ment & Recovery (stimulus) 

federal funds.   The Chero-

kee Enhancement Project 

planning began years ago as 

a means of replicating the 

"Great Streets" model of 

community input into street 

for the 52nd Grammy 

Awards under the Best 

Banda Category 

Lokillos Musikal a 7-

piece Duranguense  

band from Chicago 

Las Consentidas del 

Pueblo, all female 

band rom Chicago 
 

Rodante Show 
 

Grupo Kalido 
 

Mágico 314 
 

Los Dukes 
 

Grupo Maravilla 
 

Want to hear from the Al-

derman, but canõt always 

get to meetings?  Look for 

occasional information in 

The Porch Review . 

(Continued on page 7)  
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How to Build Community 
     ð Part 5  

I   would like to start by 

thanking everyone 

who came to the August 

neighborhood meeting.  We had 

around 50 neighbors in attendance 

and this gave me an opportunity to 

see what their major concern might 

be and the majority reported TRASH!  

Guess what, one of the building 

bricks for òHow to Build Communityó 

is Pick up Litter . 

At first this reaction puzzled me as I 

thought to myself, òwhy donõt they 

want to see more trees and flowers, or 

less empty buildings oré..ó  Then the 

light came on (aided by a friend)

é.getting rid of the trash and litter is 

the a foundation building brick that 

leads to us having that sense of pride 

and accomplishment we need to move 

on to those bigger goals.  Perhaps we 

can use the brick Listen To The Birds  
to make it more pleasant, and while we 

are thinking òthis isnõt even my litter I 

am picking upó, the Fix It Even If You 

Didnõt Break It brick! 

I know that may be a stretch, but 

most importantly, brick #16 is Ask For 

Help When You Need It .  If a neighbor 

thanks you for cleaning the alley, ask them 

to help, if a youngster asks what you 

are doing, explain.  Youõd be surprised 

how often this can lead to a group ef-

fort.  Good luck and see you in Octo-

ber! 

Linda Hennigh, President  

Linda Hennigh  

 The  Presidents Corneré   

2010 Board       

Linda Hennigh - President                               

771-2161(h) linda_hennigh@yahoo.com  

Diane Hurwitz - Vice-President                

776-7877(c)   dmh819@yahoo.com 

Amy Clayton - Treasurer             

556-0926(c) bpwnatreasure@gmail.com  

Erica Nuyen - Secretary               

581-8154(c) ericahaberl@gmail.com  

Sherry Young - Member at Large 

sherryyoung16@yahoo.com 

Shirley Johnson - Member at Large 

muchhumility@yahoo.com  

Linda Hennigh - Block Link                                                   

linda_hennigh @yahoo.com 

Jennifer Shoemaker - Dog Park                                                   
bpwnadogpark@yahoo.com 

Bill Byrd - Facilities                                                   

bpwnabill@yahoo.com 

Martha Buckley - Membership                                                                                 

bpwnamembership@yahoo.com 

Bill Byrd - Publicity                                                   

bpwnapub@yahoo.com 

Pam Welsh - Youth                                                   
pwelsh@epssg.com 

 

 

BPWNA is a 501(c)3 organiza-

tion registered with US IRS    

and Missouri Secretary of State.  
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Grand Reopening of the Park West  
September 18 at 5:00pm  

2917 South Jefferson Ave. St. Louis MO 63118 

We welcome back old friends and in-
vite new friends to the new and im-
proved Park West.  

Come join us on our patios or inside 
for your old favorites and some excit-
ing new items.  

Food and drink specials                               
from 5pm until 1am  

We will still offer most of the old fa-
vorites along with some great new 
menu items.  

The front and rear patios                    
will be OPEN !  

Park West Grille is coming back!  



 

 

Music House  

Karoke - Fri. & Sat. Nights  

Keno   All MO. Lotto Tickets  

Packaged Liquor  

314-776-0996 or onenitestand-

2800 Ohio Ave at Gravois  

St. Louis, MO  63118                Hours:  

ROGER & KATHERINE    12:00 Noon to 1:30am  

PROPRIETORS          Mon - Sat. 

1 
NITE  

STAND  

Jeanette Mott Oxford,                  

59th District   

314-771-8882 (home)             

573-751-4567 (office) 

jeanette.oxford@house.mo.gov  

 November Election Could Amend 

Missouri Constitutioné.Again! 

I  t seems like almost 

every election cycle, 

Missouriõs voters have an 

opportunity to amend the 

state constitution. Nov. 2 

is no different, and the 

ballot will include Amend-

ments 1 and 2.  

Amendment 1  would 

change the Missouri Con-

stitution to require char-

ter counties to have 

elected, rather than ap-

pointed, county assessors. 

This measure was placed 

on the ballot by a vote of 

the General Assembly, 

and the ballot language 

reads: 

òShall the Missouri Con-

stitution be amended to 

require the office of county 

assessor to be an elected 

position in all counties 

with a charter form of gov-

ernment, except counties 

with a population between 

600,001-699,999 resi-

dents?ó 

(Note: This last part is an 

attempt to exempt Jack-

son County. St. Louis 

County reps who were 

pushing the bill believed 

they would not get the 

needed votes without the 

exemption. However, 

many think the 2010 Cen-

sus will show population 

numbers for Jackson 

County of more than 

700,000, forcing them to 

elect an assessor too.) 

Assessment practices in 

St. Louis County have 

been the source of contro-

versy for more than a dec-

ade. Critics contend that 

with an appointed asses-

sor there is no accountabil-

ity to taxpay-

ers, which can result in as-

sessed values being set too 

high, raising property 

taxes. Defenders of having 

an appointed assessor say 

shielding the position from 

voter wrath gives the asses-

sor the necessary freedom 

to set fair and accurate as-

sessments without fear of 

losing his or her job. There 

has long been grumbling 

throughout the state that 

elected assessors often in-

tentionally undervalue 

property ð thus shortchang-

ing public schools and other 

taxing jurisdictions of their 

rightful share of tax reve-

nue ð in order to avoid be-

ing voted out of office.  

On Aug. 3 St. Louis County 

voters overwhelmingly ap-

proved an amendment to 

their county charter requir-

ing the switch to an elected 

assessor starting in April 

2011. The charter change, 

Proposition 2, passed with 

74.1 percent voter support.  

I plan to vote no on Amend-

ment 1 because I believe 

this question is best de-

cided as a matter of local 

control. Voters in three of 

Missouriõs four charter 

counties now have volun-

tarily opted for an ap-

            314-865-1211 

 

 

AUTO BARGAIN CENTER  

USED CARS AND TRUCKS  

BOB QUINN                                                2700 Gravois  

Owner          St. Louis MO 63118  

pointed assessor, but future 

circumstances could prompt 

them to rethink that choice. 

They shouldnõt be constitu-

tionally barred from mak-

ing changes to their local 

government that they may 

deem necessary. 

Amendment 2 , if ratified 

by Missouri voters on Nov. 

2, would amend the Mis-

souri Constitution to ex-

empt any Missouri resident 

who is a former prisoner of 

war and who has a òtotal 

service-connected disabil-

ityó from paying property 

taxes on his or her home. 

Even though I have the 

utmost gratitude to dis-

abled former POWs, this 

does not make sense to me 

as tax policy. Many others 

are equally admirable in 

our society ð disabled mili-

tary veterans who werenõt 

POWs; disabled police offi-

cers and firefighters in-

jured in the line of duty; 

retired ministers or teach-

ers; etc. Amendment 2 

would arbitrarily create a 

tax exemption for one 

group while similarly situ-

ated and equally deserving 

groups would continue to 

pay taxes on their homes. 

Iõll vote no on 2. 
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A dvanced Environmental Services (AES) started the 

journey with the building at 3100 S. Gravois in 

2008.  After much paperwork dealing with historical tax 

credits and grants, then the repairs and construction of 

the building has brought the project to finish with the 

grand opening including the ribbon cutting on August 

27th, 2010.  

Benton Park West is fortunate to have AES, an envi-

ronmental remediation firm specializing in abatement 

services for asbestos, lead, and mold, as well as fire & 

water restoration and demolition, cut the ribbon on its 

new headquarters in the Neighborhood.  

The building was once an old, abandoned warehouse. At 

the Cost of $ 1.2 million, Mr. Dennis Ruckman, owner 

of AES, rehabbed the old building to the way it looked 

in the 1940s.  

This single project kept 17 jobs in the city with possi-

bilities of adding more jobs.  

AES has completed a wide variety of asbestos/lead, 

demolition, and restoration projects.  The clientele 

ranges from individual homeowners to large industry -

leading corporations as well as all government entities.   

Their combined 30 years of experience in environ-

mental, demolition, and restoration makes AES one of 

the most experienced teams currently active in the field 

today.    

Advanced Environmental Services  

Ribbon Cutting  

Ribbon Cutting - August 27, 2010.  Mayor Francis Slay and       

Alderman Craig Schmid joined Mr. Dennis Ruckman to celebrate 

the grand opening of AES.  


