Benton Park West Neighborhood Association Membership Meeting

Five Star Senior Center, 2832 Arsenal

Thursday, January 17, 2013 at 7:00 pm
Board Members

1. President – Linda Hennigh

2. Vice President – Michael Sullivan
3. Secretary – Scott McIntosh

4. Treasurer – Suzanne (Suzy) Hennigh

5. Member At-Large – Christina Sullivan, ABSENT
6. Member At-Large – Becky Martinez
I. Call to Order –  7:03 pm
II. Review and Approval of November meeting minutes
a. November Membership Meeting minutes; Pam Welsh moves, Megan seconds, passes

b. December and January Board Meeting minutes

c. December Treasurer’s Report and review 2013 budget; Bill Byrd moves, Diane Herwitz seconds, passes
III. Special Guest: Chief Sam Dotson

a. Captain Mike D will replace Captain Leyshock as he’s been promoted

b. Primary focus is reducing crime

i. Hot spot 

ii. Safety Check  Points

c. Wanting to change perception of violent crime

d. 12.4% decrease in crime; lowest since the 70’s

e. Better communication to public about what the police are doing
f. Neighborhood Ownership Model

i. Residents must let courts know they want criminals to be held accountable; tougher sentences
g. Local Control

i. Police dept. transition will be seamless to local

ii. Police Pensions won’t be affected

iii. Won’t be affected by elected officials; ex: don’t arrest this guy, because…
iv. Looking at redrawing district boundaries based on population and number of calls
1. will ask for neighborhood input on plans

2.  July 1 role out
IV. Alderman Ken Ortmann

a. Absent; attending a visitation 
b. Daycare on Cherokee @ Michigan is looking to expand their hours; hearing upcoming

V. Barb Potts/Dena Hibbard, NSO

a. Don’t leave your cars empty and running to warm up
b. Gravois Park Neighborhood: went to court to help prosecute Ricky Lane for robbing 2 Dollar Stores, but has a long history of crime in Gravois Park and Benton Park West

i. March 13 @ 1:30 pm in Judge Garvey’s division will be the sentencing

ii. Wants a large showing in the court room 

iii. When convicted, the defendant cursed the Judge and his friends knocked over the benches and punched holes in the wall

c. Encouraging Block Links

VI. District 3 Community Outreach Officer, Joe Calabro

a. 3rd District Luncheon: Feb 27th at 12noon @ St. Frances Cabrini, $25/ticket
b. Bill Byrd will take the leadership for Citizens on Patrol (C.O.P.)
c. Community Outreach will be quarterly; March 14 next meeting

d. Break-in at 2839 Wyoming; video of the robbery
VII. New member and Visitor introductions and Announcements

a. New members 
i. Mr. and Mrs. Dogett

ii. Megan

b. Visitors

i. Senator Elect for 5th District Jamilah Nasheed
ii. Sable Campbell Jones, Mayor Slay Campaign

iii. Katie Heaney, Lafayette Prep Academy, Chair of Community Relations

1. Downtown charter school

2. K-1st with goal of 94 students; 2 classes of each grade

3. Will add a grade each year

4. www.Lafayetteprep.org
5. Will be housed in the Christ Church Cathedral, 1210 Locust

6. Feb 23 open house

7. info@lafayetteprep.org for info

iv. Sabrina Hines, resident on Utah

v. Lorenzo Mendez

1. Owns a tire shop in Granite City, IL, wants to relocate to BPW

2. Looking at Wyoming and Gravois

3. Sells new and used tires, would have a showroom
4. Would also offer auto service

5. 9-7 pm tentative hours, Mon-Sat

6. Current building is too small, looking for a larger space
7. Disposes old tires at a facility in IL
VIII. Past Events
IX. Upcoming Events & Announcements
a. Mardi Gras, Feb 9
i. Need volunteers; shifts 3-4 hours between 6am-9pm

ii. Largest fundraiser for the neighborhood

iii. Booth is along parade route

b. Potential Ethiopian Market
i. 3225 Cherokee St @ Louisiana

c. 2013 Programming

d. February Meeting: 
i. Guest speaker: Mayor Slay

ii. Bring old yard signs; we’ll paint and stencil for Bulk Pick-Up days

X. Attendance Prizes and 50/50
a. 50/50 
b.  Attendance Prizes donated by BPWNA
XI. Adjournment – Shelley motions, Amber seconds, passes at 8:26 pm
