Benton Park West Neighborhood Association Membership Meeting

Five Star Senior Center, 2832 Arsenal

Thursday, April 18, 2013 at 7:00 pm
Board Members

1. President – Linda Hennigh

2. Vice President – Michael Sullivan
3. Secretary – Scott McIntosh

4. Treasurer – Suzanne (Suzy) Hennigh, ABSENT
5. Member At-Large – Christina Sullivan
6. Member At-Large – Becky Martinez
I. Call to Order –  7:08 pm
II. Review and Approval of March meeting minutes
a. March Membership Meeting minutes; Connie Petty moves,  Pam Welsh seconds, passes

b. April Board Meeting minutes

c. April Treasurer’s Report and review 2013 budget; Michael Sullivan moves, Connie Petty seconds, passes
III. New member and Visitor introductions and Announcements

a. New members 

i. None

b. Visitors

i. Britt Bauer, 3521 Tennesee

IV. Special Guest: MELT, Britt Bauer
a. Melt is relocating to 2712 Cherokee Street
b. Co-Owner of Melt in Carondelet

c. Repurpose items for the restaurant

d. Looking to try for a 3am closing time for Fri and Sat to keep 1:30 am bar/club patrons have a place to go eat.

e. Will apply for a 1:30 am liquor license

f. Working on security issues for guest and employees for late night

g. Working to be open within a week, but by Cinco de Mayo at the latest

h. 8am opening Mon-Thurs and 10 am Fri-Sun

i. Mainly waffles with lots of different things on top; fruit, chicken, etc

j. Smoothies, etc.

V. Anne McCullough, Cherokee Street Liason

a. Town Hall Meeting on CID

i. City and owners of Gellateria on Grand spoke on what a CID is and what it can do for a business district

ii. May add tax to all sales and property owners along Cherokee Street including residential

iii. The community does decide how much tax will be added up to 1%

iv. Community also decides whether  or not to include residential

v. Takes about a year; after owners sign agreement, it goes to the Board of Aldermen

vi. Vote next month at CSBA
b. Indy Hop

i. Sat, June 1 from12-5 pm

ii. Along Cherokee Street and Manchester in the Grove

iii. Volunteers are pouring the beer

iv. Percent of proceeds will go to a charity

c. Potential New Businesses

i. Former jewelry store may be a new wine bar, tamales and possibly pizza by the slice

ii. Iowa and Cherokee Street? Blue building?; residential on top and bar on the bottom
VI. Brian Kenney, Neighborhood Ownership Model

a. Rehab was broken into 2 times

b. Court today; bond reduction hearing

c. Suspect was going to plead guilty until he learned the Judge was going to sentence strongly
d. Suspect came to Brian’s house to ask him to drop the charges; a felony act for tampering with a victim/plantiff

e. Suspect will go to jail
VII. Alderman Ken Ortmann

a. Nuisances calls
i. Cards available on how to place nuisance calls

ii. Always give the ‘bad guy’s’ address, otherwise the call is associated with your address!

iii. Generally, don’t call the landlord.  He/she will let the tenant know who called to complain and puts you at risk

iv. 3215 Nebraska – example problem property.  

1. Has had tenants evicted and boarded up

2. New owners, same problems

b. HUD Meeting

i. Block Grant Money 

1. Changing system – will have to apply for projects to be done, not automatically allocated to various neighborhoods 

2. To get approved, must have a developer with financing approved and support of CDA.

ii. 50/50 sidewalk program 

1. Not sure of deadline, but already 15 properties on the list
VIII. Barb Potts/Dena Hibbard, NSO

a. Ensure your vacant buildings are secure; there have been recent fires in vacant properties
b. National Night Out in August – looking for a strong showing by BPW

c. Noise Disturbance

i. Call the police, then NSO

d. Need alleys to be cleaned up
i. If we know of alleys that need major cleaning, send to Barb

IX. District 3 Community Outreach Officer, Joe Calabro

a. If it looks or feels wrong, call it in
b. 9th Ward is a no vending zone; no legit ice cream trucks allowed

i. Time of year when ice cream ‘sellers’ will be going around; front for selling drugs

ii. Look out for a truck selling meat out of a deep freeze in the back

c. If you’re going out of town, let the police know

i. They’ll check your house to ensure it’s secure

ii. www.slpd3d.org

d. Walgreen drug take back

i. Saturday from 12-2 pm

ii. Return prescription drugs for disposal

e. Weed and Seed 

i. June 13

ii. Captain Deva and S.W.A.T. will be there

f. Spring Time Safety

i. Lock your windows when you leave

ii. Keep an eye on your neighbors

iii. Put large boxes broken down in the recycle bin so burglars won’t know you’ve purchased expensive items

g. Review of Crime Report
i. 730 calls in BPW (includes auto accidents)

X. Past Events
XI. Upcoming Events & Announcements
a. Help Wanted – flyers on how to get involved with the Neighborhood Association

b. Healthy Corner Store

i. Currently the Penny Saver; will be renamed the Minnesota Market

ii. Will be free health classes for neighborhood residents; how to cook healthy

c. Cinco de Mayo, Sat, May 4th 

i. BPWNA will be in the People’s Joy Parade

ii. Please join in the parade

iii. There will be a bead party to add BPW tags to the beads

d. Neighborhood Wide Garage Sale, Sat, June 1

i. Call Rholanda to add your property to the map

XII. Attendance Prizes and 50/50
a. 50/50 
b.  Attendance Prizes donated by BPWNA – Gerbera Daisy
XIII. Adjournment – Diane Herwitz motions, Pam Welsh seconds, passes at 8:28 pm
