Benton Park West Neighborhood Association Membership Meeting

Five Star Senior Center, 2832 Arsenal

Thursday, January 16, 2014 at 7:00 pm

Attendance: 27

Board Members

1. President – Linda Hennigh, Present

2. Vice President – Carrie Sleep, Present
3. Secretary – Scott McIntosh, Present

4. Treasurer – Suzanne (Suzy) Hennight, Present
5. Member At-Large – Becky Martinez, Present
6. Member At-Large – Whitney Mathis, Present
1. Call to Order – 7:05 pm
a. Review and approval of November Meeting Minutes – Pam Welsh moves, Scott McIntosh seconds, passes
b. Review of January Board Meeting Minutes

c. Review of December Treasurer’s Report – Diane Hurwitz moves, Chris Schmidt seconds, passes
d. Review of proposed 2014 Budget

2. New Members and Visitors
a. Sara Johnson, Salvation Army
b. Erik Shelquist, Shaw resident, and Harris-Stowe grad student

c. Stephanie and Graham, 2724 Utah at Iowa

d. Lisa F, 3409 California

e. Rosa Bretado, Ink Gallery, Creative Director

f. Capitan Gwen Spicer, 3rd District 

3. Events

a. Mardi Gras (03/01)
i. Seeking volunteers to work the beer booth

ii. One of three fundraisers for the BPWNA

iii. It’s a fun event, so bring a friend or neighbor
b. New Community Garden
i. Lots a beds will be available in the new garden at Jefferson and Arsenal

ii. Work on the beds will begin this spring
c. Progressive Diner or Membership Event
i. Will be organizing a progressive dinner; more details to follow
4. Cherokee Street Liaison, Anne McCullough
a. Now Open

i. Smalls Tea & Coffee, 2691½ Cherokee, former mobile trailer serve coffee and offer bakery items from Whisk 

ii. Los Punk, 2709 Cherokee, just opened sandwich shop and bar. Open 5-1:30 pm

b. New Business Coming Soon

i. Yaquis, 2728 Cherokee, pizza and wine bar will open the end of February

ii. Craft Bar, 2732 Cherokee, hoping to open in March w rotating artwork
iii. Athletic Eats,  2837 Cherokee, healthy food options to go, 11 seats, looks to open in February
5. Kristen Kauffman, Re/Max Realtor

a. New agent who lives in Benton Park on Arsenal
b. Property in BPW should increase by 3.5 each year

c. First property sold was in Benton Park West on 2700 block of Utah
6. Ink Gallery, Proposed New Business

a. Valencia Miller, Soulard resident
b. 2903 S. Jefferson Ave (former Mayer’s Bakery/Archive Bookstore space)

c. Tattoo shop and art gallery

d. Appointment based shop

e. Art shows monthly, donations to a different nonprofit at each opening

f. End of February or first of March to open

g. Will bring in guest tattoo artists, well know from Hawaii and other places

h. Up to four artists may work there full time

i. Seeking support from the neighborhood/community

7. Rebuilding Together

a. Leah Greenbaum
b. Home rehab for low income homeowners

c. Clients are typically elderly, veterans, families

d. Does repairs to help keep people in their homes and be safe and healthy
e. Focused on north St. Louis, but wanting to break into south City community

f. Let neighbors know about their programs
i. Application to assess situation (age, income, repairs needed)

ii. Contact their office to get an application

g. Volunteer opportunities are also available for May

8. Captain Gwen Spicer

a. Re-districted from 9 to 6 districts

b. New 3rd district starts at 4 am on Jan 27

c. New district boundaries are Chouteau to Meramec, Grand to the river

d. Boundaries are the middle of the street inward

e. Increasing lieutenants from 4 to 7

f. More officers and detectives for the district as well
g. Beat Integrity

i. Officers are assigned to a beat

ii. Always should know what’s going on in their beat

iii. If officers need more resources, they’ll be able to access them

h. Must place calls for services to get a property on the nuisance list

i. You can be anonymous

9. District 3 Community Outreach Officer, Joe Calabro

a. Absent

10. Neighborhood Stabilization Officers, Barb Potts

a. Absent

11. 9th Ward Alderman, Ken Ortmann

a. Call if you have issues, doesn’t respond to email
b. Nuisance Properties

i. Once the weather breaks, the nuisance will increase
ii. If you see/hear any issues, call it in

c. People are looking for properties to rehab

i. Getting calls for inquiry

ii. Benton Park is running out of LRA properties, so developers are looking at Benton Park West

iii. Buy now in BPW before prices go up

12. Prizes

a. Attendance prize, BPW apron, Walk with Your Neighbor T-shirt, and Pepe Lopez T-shirt donated by BPW Neighborhood Association
b. 50/50 – $17 for the winner
13. Adjournment – Chris Schmidt moves, Pam Welsh seconds, passes, 8:06 pm
