Benton Park West Neighborhood Association Membership Meeting

Five Star Senior Center, 2832 Arsenal

Thursday, August 15, 2013 at 7:00 pm
Attendance: 29
Board Members

1. President – Linda Hennigh, Present
2. Vice President – Michael Sullivan, Present 

3. Secretary – Scott McIntosh, Present
4. Treasurer – Suzanne (Suzy) Hennigh, ABSENT
5. Member At-Large – Christina Sullivan, ABSENT
6. Member At-Large – Becky Martinez, ABSENT
I. Call to Order –  7:06 pm
a. Review and Approval of July meeting minutes; Connie Petty moved, Pam Welsh seconded, passed
b. Review of August Board meeting minutes

c. July Treasurer’s Report and Review 2013 budget; Connie Petty moved, Michael Sullivan seconded, passed
II. New Members and Visitors

a. Phil Russell and Leland Russell, rehabbing 2927 Texas Ave
b. Frank and Sharon Becker, 3100 block of Ohio
c. Steve Greer, Board of Probation and Parole
d. Pari Smith-Paudel, Board of Probation and Parole
III. Events

a. Taste of St Louis

i. Fri-Sun, Sept 27-29

ii. Need volunteers

iii. Lot of fun and get to meet new people

iv. Dollars raised pay for BPW programs and initiatives

b. Block Links and New Neighbor packets needed

i. Most BPW Block Links have existed for 8 years or more

ii. Share information with your neighbors

iii. If you want to start one in your area, please let us know

c. Movie in Gravois Park

i. Saturday, August 31 @ 8:30 pm
ii. Oz the Great and Powerful

d. Salvation Army Community Dinner

i. Sept 7 @ 6 pm

ii. Gambrinus Hall, 3650 Wisconsin Ave

iii. Visit sastlouistemp.org for more information

e. STL Rehabbers Club Tour

i. Sat, August 17 @ 9:30 am
ii. 5 properties being rehabbed in BPW will be toured

iii. Free and open to anyone

iv. Encourage your friends, family, and colleagues to come and see our neighborhood

f. Neighborhood Leadership Academy

i. Learn tools to improve your community/neighborhood

ii. Will do a project based in your neighborhood

iii. Network with other regional leaders

iv. Costs $400, scholarship available through BPWNA

v.  Applications due August 30.  If you want a BPWNA scholarship, apply before then!
IV. Barr Library

a. Tonnya Joy, Branch Manager

b. Saturdays in September @ 3 pm; Super Heroes movies

c. Zinio Digital Magazine; download current issues of magazines; 163 titles if you have a current library card.  

d. Affordable Healthcare Speaker Series

i. Missouri Foundation for Health will speak on “Obama Care” 

ii. September 10 @ 7-8:30 pm and 14 @ 2-3:30pm  

V. Anne McCullough, Cherokee Street Liaison
a. President of the STL Board of Aldermen, Lewis Reed, leased office on Cherokee @ Nebraska

b. Let’s Talk St. Louis

i. August 29 @ 6 pm at Casa Loma Ballroom

ii. Founder of Twitter and Square, Jack Dorsey will host and speak
iii. Panel of Cherokee & Jefferson businesses will talk with Jack

c. Jazz Crawl on Cherokee Street
i. November date
ii. Jazz musicians in businesses along Cherokee Street

d. Coffee Table Book

i. 80 page book

ii. Photos from Found on Cherokee Street Blog

iii. Randy Vines is collaborating to have this produced

e. Cherokee Street Pavilion

i. New pavilion on Cherokee Street at Nebraska on vacant lot

ii. Applied for a grant, so if received may happen with additional funding

f. New Businesses

i. Across from Fortune Teller, a new resale shop will open

ii. By Retro 101, a new refurnished and new furniture shop, looking to open in September

iii. Container Café proposal has been moved forward at lot on Cherokee at Ohio

iv. Former Globe Building – front 1st floor is available, back is potential youth hostel.  2nd floor front is First Punch Films new offices, 2nd floor back space is artist studio

g. New CID District

i. If approved, Cherokee Street business may elect an additional sales tax

ii. Funds would go to Cherokee Street to support maintenance, security, events, etc.

VI. Board of Probation and Parole

a. Steve Greer, Probation and Parole Officer
b. Probation – have been convicted of a crime, but not jailed

c. Parole – have been convicted of a crime, did serve time in jail, now out and on probation

d. Do a weed and seed clean up on First Saturday of each month to pick up litter

e. Available to volunteer at BPW events/community service

f. Work gloves and 55 gallon heavy duty trash bags needed; seeking donations, not money
VII. Alderman Ken Ortmann

a. 50/50 residential sidewalks will start soon
b. Bike racks are in on Cherokee Street (15)
c. Alleys to be paved on southwest end of BPW will start in about a month
VIII. Barb Potts/Dena Hibbard, NSO

a. Nuisance Properties – call 911 or non-emergency # and give address to get on list.  Drug Hotline will not get the property on the nuisance list.  Say drug deal is happening right now, otherwise they’ll try to get you to call Drug Hotline instead
b. Call Barb if there is a litter issue in a property.  
IX.  District 3 Community Outreach Officer, Joe Calabro

a. Initial call from resident resulted in arrest of suspect wanted for parole violation and had heroine on his possession.  Good work by neighborhood for calling in suspicious behavior
b. Citizens Absence from Residence

i. Inform the police you’ll be gone and they’ll check your house to ensure no break-ins or other issues

ii. Free service

iii. Available for one night to weeks away

c. Total crime is down by 18.2%

i. Robberies are down

ii. Burglaries also down

iii. Larcenies are down by 11%

iv. Vehicle break-ins are down

X. Attendance Prizes and 50/50
a. Attendance Prizes, BPW bag and hat donated by BPWNA
b. 50/50 - $22.50 for winner, Bill Byrd
XI. Adjournment – Pam Welsh moved, Michael Sullivan seconded, passed at 8:32 pm
