Benton Park West Neighborhood Association Membership Meeting

Five Star Senior Center, 2832 Arsenal

Thursday, November 21, 2013 at 7:00 pm

Attendance: 34
Board Members

1. President – Linda Hennigh, Present

2. Vice President – Michael Sullivan, Absent

3. Secretary – Scott McIntosh, Present

4. Treasurer – Suzanne (Suzy) Hennigh, Present
5. Member At-Large – Christina Sullivan, Absent

6. Member At-Large – Becky Martinez, Present

I. Call to Order –  7:03 pm

a. Review and Approval of October Meeting Minutes – Pam Welsh moves, Frank Becker seconds, passes

b. Review of November Board meeting minutes

c. Review November Treasurer’s Report and Review 2013 budget – Connie Petty moves, Diane Hurwitz seconds, passes

II. N.O.M. (Neighborhood Ownership Model)
a. Still working to get program off the ground in BPW
b. Will have Circuit Attorney’s office to have a class on how to write Community Impact Statements
c. These statements/letters must be written in a specific format to be accepted into the court

d. Letters help the judge make sentencing decisions if defendant is found guilty

e. Defendant sees the letter

i. Don’t put your full name or address to avoid retaliation
III. New Members and Visitor
a. Jeff Powell and wife - 3200 Jefferson

b. Kelly Wilkerson, 2800 block of Wyoming

c. Keith Diesner, Peter and Paul

d. Steve Campbell, Peter and Paul

e. Rico Kimbrough, 2800 block of Wyoming

f. Maroun Nader, Nader and Sons
g. Mark Schulte, Benton Park, attorney for Nader and Sons
h. Sharon Roberts, Carol House Quick Fix Pet Clinic

i. 1218 S. Jefferson (Lafayette Square)
ii. $15 for rabbies shot

iii. $20 to get a dog fixed

iv. $10 to get a cat fixed

IV. Cherokee Street Liaison, Anne McCullough
a. New businesses seeking letters of support
i. Strange Overtones, moving into former Globe Drugs space, will be repurposed furniture
ii. Yaquis, SW corner of Iowa @ Cherokeee, Wine Bar and Pizza place with full bar, hopes to open by the end of the year or early January 2014
iii. Luminary Center for the Arts
b. Cherokee Print League Holiday Sale

i. Saturday, December 7, 10am-6 pm

ii. T-shirts, prints, Family Photos, food trucks, etc
iii. Working on a festival license to have food trucks on 3200 block of Cherokee

c. 30th Annual Antique Row Christmas Cookie Spree

i. Sat, December 7 and Sun, December 8

d. New retail stores on Cherokee (East of Jefferson)
i. Covet Boutique, fashion from up & coming LA designers
ii. La Boheme Atelier, French inspired objects and repurposed furniture
V. Garfield School

a. Advanced contracted $1million last year to get the project moving forward and obtain tax credits

b. Hope to have their first tenants in May 2014.

c. Presented architectural drawings, including exterior security camera plans

d. Again, staffed 24/7

e. 25 single apartments for the chronically homeless
f. Mid to Late May do a fundraiser with Circus Flora on the Garfield parking lot

VI. District 3 Community Outreach Officer, Joe Calabro
a. Absent

VII. 9th Ward Alderman, Ken Ortmann

a. 15th Annual Chili Cook-Off Fundraiser

i. Fri, Dec 6 from 5:30-8:30 pm at St. Francis Cabrini

ii. Questions, contact Pat or Trisha at 314-776-0161

b. Guns ‘n Hoses Boxing
i. Wednesday before Thanksgiving, (Nov 27 @ 7 pm) at Scottrade Center
ii. Firefighters vs. Police in boxing match

iii. Proceeds go to Back Stoppers

iv. http://www.stlgunsnhoses.com/
VIII. Neighborhood Stabilization Officer (NSO), Barb Potts

a. Please read safety tips in the Porch
b. Holiday Season is the stealing season

IX.   Upcoming Events

a. Third District Police Christmas Party

i. Thurs, December 12 @ 11am-7 pm
ii. Five Star Senior Center

iii. Recognize police officers

iv. Lunch and dinner
v. Different entertainment throughout the day

b. Community Garden Update

i. In the process of moving Ohio/Crittenden garden to Jefferson/Arsenal

ii. Two men will chair the new garden; one is a horticulturalist 

c. Splendor in the Glass – cancelled 

i. Dwindling interest and the shop is outside BPW

ii. Will look at ways to partner with Cherokee Street shops for holiday event

d. Suggestions for 2014

i. BPWNA Board will hold a planning meeting in December in place of the regular Board meeting
ii. If you have ideas or suggestions for priorities in 2014, please let us know or stop by the meeting
X.   Prizes

a. Attendance Prizes – Christmas ornaments donated by Connie Petty
b. 50/50 - $35.00 for winner

XI. Adjournment Diane Hurwitz moves, Carrie Sleep seconds, 8:08 pm
